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based on what he perceived as weaknesses in their direct examination. He would not at that point vigorously cross-examine witnesses to elicit testimony favorable to his case. However, we found several instances that demonstrated his staunch advocacy for his client. Because of his deft cross-
examination of the State's witnesses, he was able to establish weaknesses and uncertainties in the State's case. In the opening statement, he told the jury about the discrepancies between Jackson's statements in the initial confession and trial testimony. Defense counsel also argued that Jackson's

inability to remember the details of the crimes made the State's case weak. He also stated that Jackson's "possible lack of truthfulness" should be considered by the jury. Of course, Jackson's purported inability to remember the crimes may have resulted from his memory being refreshed in the
courtroom. The principal weakness in the State's case was the testimony of the three female employees. When these witnesses were questioned at trial, they admitted that Jackson had made certain comments to them in July 1977 about how easy he made the job of the victim. According to the

witnesses, it was not until they noticed Jackson's car outside the store on August 1, 1977, that he was identified as the robber. The defense also questioned their motives for reporting the crimes. In order to rehabilitate the witnesses, the trial court instructed the jury that certain evidence was to be
considered only in evaluating the credibility of the witnesses. In doing so, the court used nonidentifying language that was intended to avoid prejudice to Jackson. Had the defense counsel objected to the instruction, a mistrial may have been required. However, as we have explained in our

discussion of Jackson's other challenges, this instruction did not constitute reversible error in
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